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RIO Bermudagrass and  
the Science of Cold Tolerance

Most Bermudagrass goes dormant when tem-
peratures drop. RIO Bermudagrass keeps going.

R IO Bermudagrass is the successor variety to the 
popular Riviera variety, developed out of the 

same breeding program and sharing many of the 
same characteristics — but with better texture. 
RIO Bermudagrass has also been rated the highest 
cultivar for spring 
greenup.

That combination 
of cold tolerance, 
texture, and early-
season performance 
is exactly what sets 
RIO Bermudagrass 
apart from the rest.

Proven by Data, Not 
Just Claims
According 
to 2013–2017 
NTEP seeded 
bermudagrass trial 
data across 17 locations, RIO Bermudagrass scored 
6.2 for overall turf quality, 6.8 for genetic color, and 
5.6 for spring greenup — the highest spring greenup 
rating among all commercially available varieties 
tested, including Monaco, Princess 77, Yukon, and 
Numex Sahara.

RIO Bermudagrass also had better statistical trial 
results in the National Turfgrass Evaluation Program 
than Princess Hybrid Bermuda.

Water-Smart by Nature
RIO Bermudagrass is classified as “California Friendly” 
by California Water Agencies and recommended 
for use in landscapes as a low water user. Once 
established, RIO Bermudagrass roots reach a depth 
of 3 feet or more, drawing water from a larger soil 
profile — and can withstand irrigation schedules 

at 40% of ET₀ while 
still producing 
acceptable turf.

A Seed Built to 
Perform from Day 
One
RIO Bermudagrass 
comes coated with 
WaterGuardQS — 
a biodegradable, 
non-toxic polymer 
coating that 
captures available 
soil moisture to 
aid germination, 
encapsulating the 

seed with a moisture-rich environment. It’s a smarter 
seed from the moment it hits the ground.

Where Does It Work?
RIO Bermudagrass can be grown successfully as turf 
on golf courses, parks, sportsfields, playgrounds, 
lawns, and commercial developments.

Seeding & Establishment
New turf requires 2–3 pounds per 1,000 square feet. 
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RIO Bermudagrass and the Science of Cold Tolerance

Seed when daytime temperatures are consistently 
80°F or greater. Emergence is between 14 and 21 
days, with first mowing approximately 21 days after 
emergence.

Whether you’re managing a residential lawn or a 
high-traffic sportsfield, RIO Bermudagrass delivers 
the color, density, and cold tolerance that other 
bermudagrasses simply can’t match.

Ready to plant this season? RIO Bermudagrass is 
available in multiple sizes, all with free shipping.
Shop RIO Bermudagrass at Stover Seed                           

Stover Seed Company — Teaming confidence with 
nature since 1922. (800) 621-0315 | stoverseed.com

For more information or to place an order, contact Stover Seed Company in  
Greater Los Angeles.  See numbers below.  

http://www.stoverseed.com
http://www.stoverseed.com
https://shop.stoverseed.com/products/rio-cold-tolerant-improved-bermudagrass-warm-season-zones-3-5

