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Erosion Control Field Research

Following wildfire, avoid hillside washouts by
treating soil and planting appropriate seed mix

Working with Pacific Restoration Group, 
Stover Seed took on a challenge created by 

the Freeway Fire that scorched 20 acres of land along 
the I-210/I-15 interchange in Rancho Cucamonga, 
California. The 
California Department 
of Transportation 
(Caltrans) had a 
problem: without 
vegetation, hillside 
washouts were bound 
to happen, and the 
scorched land wouldn’t 
stand up to the nearby 
highway traffic. But 
getting enough 
vegetation to grow in 
the middle of a drought 
was a difficult task.

Stover experts created 
a specific wildflower 
mix. A soil test 
revealed low organic 
matter at the site 
dictating the need for 
compost.  Stover Seed 
recommended Profile’s 
ProGanics® Biotic Soil 
MediaTM (BSMTM), an 

Engineered Soil MediaTM (ESMTM). ProGanics® would 
promote soil health in a short period of time and 
ProPlus BioPrimeTM and JumpStartTM, accelerated 
seed establishment / germination and promoted 

long-term plant 
vitality for this 
project’s intense 
needs.   

 The compost 
component, Profile’s 
ProGanics® Biotic Soil 
MediaTM (BSMTM),  
was applied by 
hydroseeding.  The 
use of ProGanics® 
eliminated the 
need for delivery of  
multiple truckloads of 
bulk compost as well 
as the time consuming 
and costly task of 
spreading the bulk 
material.   The use of 
ProGanics® eliminated 
the need to shut 
down multiple lanes 
of traffic and cause 
highway backups on 
this project.



Continued from previous page 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 1579, Sun Valley, CA 91353
Street Address: 9184 San Fernando Rd. Sun Valley, CA 91352

Phone: (213) 626-9668 • Toll-Free: (800) 621-0315 • Fax: (213) 626-4920
www.stoverseed.com

Following wildfire, avoid hillside washouts...

The installation was capped 
with environmentally-friendly 
ProMatrix™ Engineered Fiber 
MatrixTM, protecting the seeds 
and soil from erosion. Over the 
course of three months of work, 
and despite the fact that the site in 
question only received 1.7 inches 
(43mm) of rainfall post-seeding, 
the scorched land was replenished 
with a beautiful blanket of green 
vegetation, purple and yellow 
wildflowers. Project distributor 
Stephen Knutson remarked, “The 
fact that it looked so good within 
that time frame is pretty unique,” he 
said, “Usually on a site with poor soil 
and limited rainfall, you’ll see some 
plants. But that was staggering. I would attribute it to 
JumpStart and ProGanics.”

ATTENTION LANDSCAPE FIRMS: 
Many landscapes can be challenging. Not only do 
Stover seed mixes help withstand brutal drought 

seasons, Stover Seed experts are happy to facilitate 
a meeting to help identify an appropriate seed mix 
for a particular site with a comprehensive evaluation.  
Also if needed, we are available to guide you and 
your staff thru a Plant and Erosion Control Product 
Presentation.  Call and ask for Stephen Knutson. 


