
Sunnylands is known
as a West Coast
‘Camp David,’ and is
the 200-acre former
Rancho Mirage re-
treat of publisher and
philanthropist Walter
Annenberg. The An-
nenberg Foundation
Trust at Sunnylands
is committed to envi-
ronmental sensitivity,
and this philosophy
extends to the golf
course renovation as
well: “At the historic
estate, demand for
water and power is
being reduced through turf reduction and the intro-
duction of arid grasses, as well as with the installation
of a state-of-the-art irrigation system.”  

To these ends, Stover Seed consultants worked with
project managers to remove desert shrubs that were
screening the course, then select and promote vari-
eties of native grasses: Purple Three Awn, Sideoats
Grama and Blue Grama that would meet several crite-
ria: climate survivability, minimal maintenance, water
conservation, and aesthetics worthy of this historic,
private estate. 

Currently, the estate is adding additional acreage.
Stover’s expertise has helped guide other Sunnylands’
landscaping decisions such as removing some of the
mulched areas, and expanding native grasslands.  
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Renovation: Use of native grasses 

enhances elegance of historic venue
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